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Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation, Inc.
Post Office Box 353, Agoura Hills, California 91301

 

 

 

 

 

         òthe voice and conscience of the Santa Monica Mountains since 1968ó 

 
 
 

August 2010 MEETING  (www.lvhf.org) 
 
 

Thursday, 19 August 2010, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
The Place ï Diamond X ï Take Las Virgenes to Mulholland; turn left on Mulholland. 
For the next 3/4 mile, the King Gillette Ranch will be on your right. After youôve passed 
Stokes Canyon Road, in about 3/4 mile, you will see a sign on your right with 
ñDiamond Xò and the National Park Service logo on it. A short distance past the sign a 
narrow road goes south at a right angle. This is Wickland Road, and, at this point you 
are entering the King Gillette Ranch. Follow Wickland about 300 yards until the road 
forks; take the left-hand fork; keep bearing left to the lighted house on the right. Park; 
enter through the lit doorway.  
 
 
Call to Order     Correspondence/Announcements 
Roll Call      Officerôs Reports 
Agenda Changes/ Approval   Approval of Meeting Minutes   
Delegates Reports  

 

Old Business/ Reports 

1. Oak Tree Committee Report & Update - HOO  

2. The Edge    

3. Tapia/RWQCB   
 

New Business 

 

1. GUEST SPEAKER ï STEVE HARRIS - ñWhat it takes to protect our natural  
    resources from developmenté.from someone who knows both sides!ò  
 

2. GUESTS ï SMITH FAMILY & Reps ï Discussion/Action re: Calabasas OWTS  

    Property Raid - Stokes Canyon ï Cold Creek 

 

3. STRATEGIC ALLIANCE FOR DE-ANNEXATION & NO-ANNEXATION  

    Discussion/ Formation  

 

4. Malibu Valley Farms Revocation Request 

 

http://www.lvhf.org/
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CALABASAS RAIDS PROPERTY OF 

COLD CREEK FOUNDING FAMILY ï Latest OWTS Casualty 
 
 
On July 8th, the Calabasas Community Development Department, its building official, 
code enforcement officers, other employees, personnel and agents, Los Angeles 
County Animal Control and armed Sheriffôs deputies ð a total of 14 people, eight of 
whom still remain unidentified despite requests for the City to identify them ð 
descended en masse on one of Cold Creekôs founding families in the heart of 
undeveloped upper Stokes Canyon, 1.2 miles off the beaten track.  
 
Backed by a criminal inspection warrant issued by Judge Lawrence J. Mira of the Los 
Angeles Superior Court at the pleading of the City of Calabasas, the raid came with no 
warning or notice, terrifying and stupefying two residents who happened to be home at 
the time. Thus the Cityôs war against septic systems has taken another casualty, with 
what is arguably the most draconian OWTS ordinance in California being used as a 
tool to invade and evict.  
 
Almost all of Cold Creek relies on home septic systems, only two parts of Cold Creek lie 
within Calabasas city limits and are subject to the Cityôs harsh and increasingly 
questionable actions on septic compliance: the homes along Mulholland Highway and 
Dry Canyon Cold Creek from Mountain Park to the county lineðand the old-time Smith 
ranch in Stokes Canyon, which comprises 60 beautiful acres zoned 
Hillside/Mountainous (three adjacent parcels of 20, 35 and 5 acres). 
 
Old-timers may remember ñSmitty,ò who for decades delivered all of Calabasasô mail. 
Smitty was the son-in-law of Edgar Smith, who, according to one family member, 
bought the property in the upper reaches of Stokes Canyon in the 1940s after having 
fallen in love with the area as a teenager.  
 
Now that property lies under a legal cloud cast by the Cityðand its four residents have 
no place to live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 Their familyôs 60-acre ranch has been Lloyd Smithôs and his son Garyôs home for decades.  




