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Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation, Inc.
Post Office Box 353, Agoura Hills, California 91301

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

March 2010   MEETING  (www.lvhf.org) 
 
 

Thursday, 18 March 2010, 7:30 ï 10:00 P.M. 
 

 
The Place ï Diamond X ï Take Las Virgenes to Mulholland; turn left on Mulholland. 
For the next 3/4 mile, the King Gillette Ranch will be on your right. After youôve passed 
Stokes Canyon Road, in about 3/4 mile, you will see a sign on your right with 
ñDiamond Xò and the National Park Service logo on it. A short distance past the sign a 
narrow road goes south at a right angle. This is Wickland Road, and, at this point you 
are entering the King Gillette Ranch. Follow Wickland about 300 yards until the road 
forks; take the left-hand fork; keep bearing left to the lighted house on the right. Park; 
enter through the lit doorway.  
 
 
Call to Order     Correspondence/Announcements 
Roll Call      Officerôs Reports 
Agenda Changes/ Approval   Approval of Meeting Minutes   
Delegates Reports ï Mont Calabasas 
 

 
Old Business/ Reports 

 

1. Quest Ranch- Urban Assisted Living Facility, Topanga - Update 

2. County Wide Oak Tree Permit Ordinance Amendment & ñHealthy Oaks 

Ordinanceò - Update.   

3. Internal ï BANQUET/Membership Regional Expansion/Tag Lines/Meeting  

    Time Change/Council Coverage  

 

New Business 

 

1. Mary Altmann ï Agoura Village Project Hearing Update 

2. Gateway to the Santa Monica Mountains - Calabasas Proposed Aquatic/Water  

    Park Complex at DeAnza Park re: Community Association Saratoga Hills 

3. Los Angeles County Oak Woodlands Conservation Management Plan 

4. The Edge Proposed Development ï Action 

 

Save the date: Friday, April 23rd, BANQUET 
 

http://www.lvhf.org/
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FEDERATION WELCOMES TASC! 

The Federation welcomes yet another new member: The Topanga Association for a 
Scenic Community (TASC). Established in 1963 to preserve Topangaôs scenic beauty, 
the organization has seen some major victories, including the years-long struggle 
against the development of Summit Valley at the top of Topanga, won in the early 
1990s with the help of the Topanga Town Council.  
 
TASC generally represents between 500 and 600 residents, according to its chair, 
Roger Pugliese. ñThe numbers fluctuate from year to year,ò he says. ñWhenever we 
are battling a major development, the membership swells.ò Pugliese notes the 
importance of being affiliated with the Federation. ñAs we move further and further into 
the future, pressure to destroy the beauty of the mountains is greater and greater,ò he 
says. ñAs we know, there is strength in numbers. Those of us who care about 
preservation need to be united.ò  
 
 
 

UNANIMOUS! 
 

LVHF Supports King Gillette Visitor Center Preferred Alternative ñBò 
 

On February 18th, in a packed Diamond X meeting with no space left at the table, Las 
Virgenes Homeowner Federation delegates discussed the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) prepared by the National Park Service (NPS) for the Anthony C. Beilenson Visitor 
Center at King Gillette Ranch and voted unanimously to endorse and support the 
Visitor Center ñPreferred Alternative B.ò   
 
The proposed visitor center is part of the vision to establish an environmental and 
cultural education center at King Gillette Ranch in the geographic heart of the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area. It is part of a larger planning process for 
the 588-acre King Gillette Ranch, encompassing trail connections and use designation, 
management zoning and prescriptions for education, administration and natural areas.  
 
King Gillette is now owned by Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority, NPS 
and California Department of Parks and Recreation. One of the most stunning 
locations in the Santa Monica Mountains, the biologically diverse parkland contains 
broad meadows and low ridgelines, valley and coast live oak savannah, grassland, 
coastal sage scrub, chaparral and riparian woodland.   
 
King Gillette Ranch was purchased from Soka University in 2005 (one of the most 
important land-use battles the Federation has been involved in) with funds from 11 
different funding sources in an almost unprecedented partnership of federal, state, and 
local government agencies, along with private donors. It was Supervisor Zev 
Yaroslavsky who went directly to Sokaôs Japanese owners and finally convinced them 
to sell for $35 million and seal the deal. 
 
The comment period for the EA closed on Monday, March 15th. 
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   WAY OVER THE ñEDGEòéé 
 

 
 

As mentioned last month, ñSweetwater Mesa,ò a development of five mega-mansions 
by U-2 guitarist David Evans - also known as ñThe Edgeò ï is being processed for 
possible approval by the Coastal Commission on a County-designated Significant 
Ridgeline, in violation of several policies in the Coastal Act and the Countyôs Draft 
Local Coastal Plan approved by the Board of Supervisors two years ago. It is 
scheduled to be heard directly by the Coastal Commission. 
 
The above map by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy shows the Sweetwater 
Mesa property in red on the south slope of Saddle Peak just east of Malibu Canyon. 
The 7400ô-long access road with a 19 percent grade is shown as a thin black line 
through the property. The mansions, which range in size from 7,400 to 12,000 square 
feet, would be on the yellow graded pads.  
 
The pads, mansions and access road are proposed to be built on the Significant 
Ridgeline at elevations of 1000ô to 1700ô above sea level. The Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy calls this ridgeline  ñéthe most prominent landform along the 
coast between Topanga Canyon and the Ventura County lineñ and refers to the 
proposed five ridge-top mansions as, ñéthe most damaging five-unit development 
proposal in the history of the Santa Monica Mountains.ò 
 
The area outlined in purple is approximately 3,000 acres of roadless core wildlife 
habitat that would be bisected by the proposed access road and its many cuts and fills  
 
 


