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Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation, Inc.
Post Office Box 353, Agoura Hills, California 91301

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

May 2010  MEETING  (www.lvhf.org) 
 
 
 

Thursday, 20 May 2010, 7:00 P.M. 
 

 
The Place ï Diamond X ï Take Las Virgenes to Mulholland; turn left on Mulholland. 
For the next 3/4 mile, the King Gillette Ranch will be on your right. After youôve passed 
Stokes Canyon Road, in about 3/4 mile, you will see a sign on your right with 
ñDiamond Xò and the National Park Service logo on it. A short distance past the sign a 
narrow road goes south at a right angle. This is Wickland Road, and, at this point you 
are entering the King Gillette Ranch. Follow Wickland about 300 yards until the road 
forks; take the left-hand fork; keep bearing left to the lighted house on the right. Park; 
enter through the lit doorway.  
 
 
Call to Order     Correspondence/Announcements 
Roll Call      Officerôs Reports 
Agenda Changes/ Approval   Approval of Meeting Minutes   
Delegates Reports  
 

 
 

Old Business/ Reports 

 

1. Proposed Calabasas Water Facility at De Anza Park - Still Alive Despite 

    Overwhelming Community Opposition - Update/Discussion/Action   

2. The Edge Update  

3. Internal ï Banquet /Tag Lines/Council Coverage  

     

 

New Business 

 

1. Guest Speaker ï Agoura Hills Honorable Mayor William D. Koehler  

2. Champagne & Hors D'oeuvres ï Special Toast to Old Agoura & Update by Jess  

    Thomas  

3. Old Topanga ï Clean Septics Vs. Sewers ï Discussion/Action 

 

http://www.lvhf.org/
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FEDERATION WELCOMES WESTHILLS HOA! 
 
 
Westhills Homeowners Association, Inc. has rejoined the Federation 25 years after it 
held a membership. The HOA represents 175 homes off Valley Circle Boulevard at 
Kittridge, a neighborhood located in unincorporated Los Angeles County. Westhills is 
served by the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District and the Las Virgenes School 
District and is protected by the Los Angeles County Sheriff and Fire Departments. 
 
ñThe fight to create the Upper Las Virgenes Canyon Park, located directly west of 
Westhills, was the common cause that renewed our interest in the Federation,ò says 
Peter Rothenberg, the HOAôs president. ñWe are interested in expanding this park. We 
also recently started a Fire Safe Council and are interested in coordinating our 
activities with other communities affected by the wildfire threat.ò 
 
The Federation is extremely pleased to welcome Peter and the Westhills Homeowners 
Association ! 
 

 
BANQUET A SUCCESS! 

 
The Federationôs Annual Banquet held on Friday, April 23rd at the beautiful Malibou 
Lake Mountain Club was a great success! This year over a hundred delegates, guests, 
and public officials attended and listened attentively to our guest speaker Peter Galvin, 
Conservation Director of the Center for Biological Diversity and Ileene Anderson, the 
Public Lands Desert Director, discuss the work of the Center, including Tejon Ranch 
and preserving critical California condor habitat.  
 

2010 Federation Officers  
President ï Kim Lamorie 

Vice President ï Craig Overlock 
Treasurer- Joan Yacovone 

Secretary ï Kathy Berkowitz 
 

Citizen of the Year ï Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky 
 

 
 

ZEV YAROSLAVSKY NAMED ñCITIZEN OF THE YEARò 
 

Long before the memory of living delegates it has been the custom for the Federation 
to give one last assignment to its outgoing President ï that of naming a ñCitizen of the 
Yearò, to be announced at the Annual Installation Banquet é 
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This year the responsibility of naming our Citizen of the Year fell on the shoulders of 
former Federation President John Low, who finished his fourth term as President in 
December of last year. 
 
John named as Las Virgenes 2010 ñCitizen of the Yearò our own County Supervisor, 
Zev Yaroslavsky.  
 
In his introductory speech John praised Zevôs ñtenacity, flexibility, and ability to take the 
long viewò that has placed him ñin a position to make a difference, particularly in land 
use planning and (land) acquisition, something you (Zev) likes to call, ñgreening the 
map.ò 
 
Zev is a native of Los Angeles, having grown up in Boyle Heights. As John put it, heôs 
ña city kid who began a lifelong love affair with open space in the wilds of Griffith Park,ò 
and has made it ña guiding principle throughout his careerò. 
 
John didnôt hesitate to call Zev a politician (He has been our County Supervisor since 
1994, and a Los Angeles City Councilman for almost twenty years before that) whose 
efforts and many accomplishments in that relatively short time have brought major 
benefits to the Las Virgenes community, including the drafting and adoption of the  
 
North Area Plan, the Grading and Ridgeline Ordinance, Operation Safe Canyons, 
community-based emergency management planning, conserving and protecting 
watersheds,  the purchase of Ahmanson Ranch, and, most of all, persuading the 
leaders of Soka to offer what is now called King Gillette Ranch for sale to the Santa 
Monica Mountains Conservancy. 
 
 Zev is up for reelection for his final four-year term this year, running unopposed.  
As District 3 Supervisor, Zev represents 2 million constituents. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woody Smeck Superintendent of the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area presents 
Citizen of the Year Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky with a Tom Gamache photo of the Upper Las Virgenes 

Canyon Open Space Preserve. 

 



 4 

 

 
FEDERATION EXPEDITION TO ñTHE EDGEò AND BEYOND..! 

 
 

Representatives of the Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation organized a tour of the 
Santa Monica Mountains for Peter Galvin, co-founder and conservation director of the 
Center for Biological Diversity, and Ileene Anderson, a biologist and the Centerôs public 
lands deserts director, who were in town to speak at the Federation banquet.  
 
The tour, began with the five ridge-top mansions proposed by David Evans, alias ñThe 
Edge,ò of U-2 fame, and was led by Paul Edelman, deputy director of the Santa 
Monica Mountains Conservancy, which has taken the lead in opposing Evansô 
development. Access would begin at the entrance to Serra Retreat across Pacific 
Coast Highway from Malibu Lagoon. From there the narrow, winding two-mile-long dirt 
road climbs steeply to an elevation of 1,700 feet above sea level on the south slope of 
2,805-foot Saddle Peak in one of the steepest coastal-mountain interfaces in the 
continental United States.  
 
On Malibuôs Sweetwater Mesa, the development is about a mile inland from the coast 
and a mile east of lower Malibu Canyon. The proposed mansion sites are on the crest 
of what the Conservancy has described as ñ é the most prominent landform along the 
coast between Topanga Canyon and the Ventura County line,ò and will be visible from 
Pacific Coast Highway, lower Malibu Canyon Road and the Malibu Civic Center.  
 
The projectôs 7,400 feet of new road, building sites and 8,000ô-foot water main coming 
down from the north will bisect 2,920 acres of roadless mountain wildlife habitat 
between Malibu Canyon and Las Flores Canyon. Its development will provide the 
infrastructure to support additional development of scattered mansions, which will, in 
turn, require massive clearance of native chaparral and coastal sage habitat to protect 
the buildings from wind-driven brush fires, which have overrun this area several times 
in recent decades. The result will be decimation of the habitat value of this area, which 
now supports wildlife populations including deer, bobcats, coyotes, and mountain lions.   
 
The north-south ridgeline on which the road, water line and five building sites are to be 
located is designated a ñsignificant ridgelineò in Los Angeles Countyôs Draft Santa 
Monica Mountains Local Coastal Plan, which has been adopted by the board of 
Supervisors but not yet certified by the Coastal Commission.  
 
The Edgeôs project was scheduled for public hearing by the Coastal Commission in 
Ventura last month, but Coastal staff, concerned about the presence of several ancient 
landslides on the site, asked for a peer review of The Edgeôs geology report, thus 
delaying Commission action on the five mansions. Until the geology studies are 
completed, the Commission will not be able to make the required finding that the site is 
safe from geologic hazards ï or that the geologic hazards can be mitigated without 
violating sections of the Coastal Act that protect natural landforms from excessive 
grading. (The Edge, of course, hails from Ireland, where brush fires and landslides are  
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not problematic. His first attempt at development was on a ridge south of Solstice 
Canyon that turned out to be on an active fault zone and was then burned over in the 
Corral Canyon Fire. That apparently was not enough to dissuade him from his current 
effort.)  
 
The group next went to Solstice Canyon Park where they met National Park Service 
biologists Christy Brigham and Seth Riley, who detailed NPS plans for restoration of an 
alder-lined year-round stream and re-introduction of a run of the endangered southern 
steelhead, which had spawned in that stream until Pacific Coast Highway was built.  
 
They then drove up Malibu Canyon to look at the wildlife corridor connecting Liberty 
Canyon to Cheeseboro Canyon. Seth described the Park Serviceôs wildlife tracking 
program and recounted the tale of Cougar P-12, which somehow managed to cross 
the Freeway in late January. Although there was no evidence indicating exactly where 
he crossed, biologistsô best guess was that he made it undetected under the wide 
underpass at Liberty Canyon. 
 
From Liberty Canyon they drove to what the Conservancy calls Upper Las Virgenes 
Canyon Open Space and the rest of us still call Ahmanson Ranch, where they were 
met by ChrisTrumpy, the Conservancyôs frog specialist. (Peter commented at the 
banquet that he had especially enjoyed seeing Ahmanson Ranch. The Center was one 
of the plaintiffs that successfully sued to protect the Ranchôs endangered spineflower 
and red legged frog, thus saving the land from development.)  
 
The group wasnôt able to visit the pools where the endangered red-legged frogs live 
because the small but healthy population on Ahmanson Ranch is susceptible to a fatal 
fungus disease that is carried on peopleôs boots and is killing off frog populations in 
southern California. 
 
Red-legged frogs are much larger than the small frogs we see along our streams in the 
spring. They are the largest frog in the West and may have been the ñJumping Frog of 
Calaveras Countyò in the famous Mark Twain story.  
 
Goldminers enjoyed their legs as a delicacy during the Gold Rush and apparently 
became so fond of frogôs legs that when the red-legged population declined, they 
imported eastern bullfrogs, which proceeded to eat the remaining red-legged frogs. 
 
The small red-legged population in Ahmanson Ranch lays thousands of tadpole eggs 
in typical jelly-like masses every year. Unfortunately, when the tadpoles turn into frogs 
the habitat in a couple of small pools is so limited that most of the young frogs have no 
place to go. 
 
With that, the tour ended, and Peter and Ileene returned to the Malibou Lake Mountain 
Club to prepare for the banquet.  
 
Peter Galvin later assigned the Centerôs Adam Keats, senior counsel and urban 
wildlands director, to monitor the status and progress of the Edgeôs proposed 
Sweetwater Mesa project.  
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The Center for Biological Diversity is one of the nationôs most successful 
environmental groups. Combining savvy science and law, they have used the 
Endangered Species Act and other environmental laws to win protection for more than 
500 rare animals and plants, as well as 120 million acres of critical habitat. LA Weekly 
recently dubbed it "pound for pound, dollar for dollar the most effective conservation 
organization in the country." To join or support the Center, visit 
www.biologicaldiversity.org  
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Center for Biological Diversityôs Peter Galvin and Ileene Anderson on tour with the Federation. 

 
 

 
 

CLEAN SEPTICS NOT SEWERS FOR OLD TOPANGA 
 
 

As the City of Calabasasô campaign against septic systems in Old Topanga grinds on, 
the Federation decided to take a closer look. This is what we found. 
 
According to the State Water Resources Control Board, California has approx. 1.2 
million onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS) that discharge waste from 
residential, commercial and industrial facilities. Most are located in urban fringe and 
rural areas. 
 
While OWTS can be an effective means of treating and disposing of wastewater, 
improper siting and other factors can lead to public health and environmental impacts, 
including degradation of groundwater and surface water quality. To address these 
issues, the legislature approved Assembly Bill (AB) 885 in 2000 to develop, adopt and 
implement statewide standards for the permitting and operation of OWTS.  
 
However, on November 7, 2009, the regulations/rule-making associated with AB 885 
was retracted because of an overwhelming negative response - it was rejected by the 
public and ñlocal governmentsò throughout the state.  


