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Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation, Inc.
Post Office Box 353, Agoura Hills, California 91301

 

 

 

 

 

          
         The voice and conscience of the Santa Monica Mountains since 1968 

 
 
 

July 2011 MEETING   
 

Wednesday, July 27 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 
 

The Place ï Diamond X ï Take Las Virgenes to Mulholland; turn left on Mulholland. 
For the next 3/4 mile, the King Gillette Ranch will be on your right. After youôve passed 
Stokes Canyon Road, in about 3/4 mile, you will see a sign on your right with ñDiamond 
Xò and the National Park Service logo on it. A short distance past the sign a narrow 
road goes south at a right angle. This is Wickland Road, and, at this point you are 
entering the King Gillette Ranch. Follow Wickland about 300 yards until the road forks; 
take the left-hand fork; keep bearing left to the lighted house on the right. Park; enter 
through the lit doorway.  

 
Call to Order     Correspondence/Announcements 
Roll Call      Officerôs Reports 
Agenda Changes/ Approval   Approval of Meeting Minutes  

 

 

Old Business/ Reports 

 1. Malibu Valley Farms 
 

New Business 

 

1. REDISTRICTING UPDATE & STRATEGY July 29 ï Final Release 

    Maps - August 15 ï Adoption/Legal Challenge 

2. Guest 

3. Agoura Hills ï Jess Thomas Update  

4. Calabasas OWTS Workshop 

5. Calabasas Cell Tower Update  

6. Newhall Ranch  
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REDISTRICTING SENATE BOUNDARIES HIT 

THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS HARD 

 
When is the last time you visited Simi Valley, Moorpark or Santa Clarita, never mind 

actually shop or commute to work up there? 

  

When is the last time you drove your kids to school, read one of their newspapers, took 

a class or participated in an event to one of those communities almost 40 miles inland 

ï letôs say, a clean-up-the-creek or a Heal the Bay day? Thatôs absurd.  

 

Our Santa Monica Mountain/Coastal communities are not familiar with their school 

districts, newspapers, recreation or anything else, because we are completely 

disconnected regions. Santa Clarita, Moorpark, Simi Valley donôt need Local Coastal 

Plans (LCPôs) or share any of our land/coast in Coastal Commission jurisdiction. 

Theyôre not even in our watershed, which is also a highly regulated watershed in 

regard to water quality. 

 

Separated by geography and more, the inland communities north of the 118 are not in 

our playground and we are not in theirs.  All of the Santa Monica Mountain/Coastal 

citizensô communities of interest lie east-west.  We shop, work, play in our own 

Mountain/Coastal areas and commute along our own transportation corridors, the 101, 

Pacific Coast Highway and 405, not their 118, 26 and 5.   

 

Truth is, we have no communities of interest with each other, so what are we doing in 
the same East Ventura Senate District (EVENT)?  
 

Despite a concerted effort by Santa Monica Mountain/Coastal cities and citizens, 

including the Las Virgenes-Malibu Council of Governments (COG) and despite 

opposition from the communities north of the 118, the Redistricting Commission is 

nevertheless persisting in keeping us glued together.   

 

In doing so, it violates almost every single one of the Citizens Redistricting 

Commission Guidelines. It just makes no senseé..because the Commission knows all 

of this. Theyôve drawn our coastal/mountain communities into excellent east-west 

Assembly and Congressional Districts (that donôt include communities north of the 118) 

which for the most part require tweaking, but not wholesale revision like this Senate 

District.   

 

OK, so, what is going on? Well, it could be a combination of several factors. One is that 

we are two separate regions that have been pasted together simply because we  

are ñleftoversò squeezed in the middle after the push from drawing redistricting 

boundaries by requirements and strong lobbying from both the north and south. The  
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Commission is operating under a number of legal mandates, such as the Voting Rights 

Act (which amongst other things protects minority groups from having their votes 

diluted), and requirements that districts must be of equal population. In order to meet 

these requirements, cities and interest groups are aggressively pursuing annexation of 

outlying areas to their districts to boost their population or their political ñcloutò.  

 

Several aspects of the process have been surprising and disappointing. Tracking daily 

boundary changes to visualization maps on-line is not exactly ideal. We were 

anticipating a citizen driven process but that hasnôt been the case. Lobbyists and 

consultants are getting the best results for their clients. Their jump on the process, 

inside track, connections, expensive maps and continued representation at hearings 

across the state for special interest group clients like the Valley Industry and 

Commerce Association (VICA) is impossibly tough to equal or compete with. You may 

ask yourself for example what role VICAôs San Fernando Valley businesses (less than 

400) should have in the Citizens Redistricting process - and why they have invested so 

much money (consultants), time, and effort? 

 

Certainly, this is not what California citizens had in mind when they voted to approve 

Proposition 11 ï the Voters First Act where authority for establishing State office 

boundaries was changed from elected representatives to a 14 member Citizens 

Redistricting Commission comprised of Democrats, Republicans and representatives 

of neither party. Prop 11 was approved only by the slimmest margin ï 50.90% Yes 

votes and 49.10% No votes.  

 

Our Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, the cities and elected officials of 

Santa Monica (Mayor Richard Bloom) and Malibu (Mayor John Sibert, Mayor Pro Tem 

Laura Rosenthal and Councilmember Lou La Monte) in particular have made 

outstanding efforts on behalf of the Santa Monica Mountains/Coastal voters. The Las 

Virgenes-Malibu COG letter is also excellent and we have included a copy in the 

newsletter for your perusal.  

 

Deadline for comments on last map visualizations was July 23. Final maps are 

scheduled to be released July 29 and adopted on Aug. 15. These were our simplified 

comments to the Redistricting Commission on July 23rd for the proposed Senate 

District EVENT, Assembly District LAMWS and Congressional District WLADT that 

pertain to us: 

 

We have serious concerns with Senate District EVENT ï the current boundaries do not 

work. Instead, we propose boundary alternatives for EVENT that do work and that 

have the support of the citizens.  

 

The Assembly District LAMWS and Congressional District WLADT are excellent and 

we ask for minor but important border tweaking. 

. 
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SENATE - PROBLEM 

PROPOSED SENATE DISTRICT EVENT  

DOES NOT WORK  

 
These EVENT boundaries do NOT work in any way as they combine two distinct and 

completely unrelated areas. Simi Valley, Moorpark, Santa Clarita and other 

communities north of the 118 Freeway are a north INLAND corridor and the Santa 

Monica Mountain/Coastal communities are a south COASTAL corridor.  

The Santa 

Monica 

Mountain/Coastal 

communities of 

interest all lie 

east/west, not 

north/south which 

is why the 

northern 

communities of 

Simi Valley, 

Moorpark, and 

Santa Clarita do 

not share any 

communities of 

interest with us 

and that includes 

having no socio-

economic links. The Santa Monica Mountain/Coastal region interestsô are all 

connected in an east- west pattern, not in a gerrymandered north-south line. The Santa 

Monica Mountain/Coastal areas should not be amalgamated into a Senate District with 

these northern inland communities because we are adjacent to numerous other 

neighboring populations east and west with whom we share ñallò of our communities 

of interest!  

 

We do not share any transportation/commute corridors either ï the Santa Monica 

Mountain/Coastal region has the 405, 101 and the Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) and 

the northern Simi Valley, Moorpark and Santa Clarita areas have the 118,126 and 

Interstate 5. 

 

These EVENT boundaries even split up the Las Virgenes-Malibu COG and the 

SMMNRA ï tearing off Malibu along our coastline and Topanga State Park ï leaving 

the rest of the mountain/coastal communities heading more than 40 miles inland to 

unrelated areas of Santa Clarita, Simi Valley and Moorpark. 
 

  EVENT 

LAPVB 

       EVENT Senate District ï Does NOT Work! 

EVENT 
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SENATE - SOLUTION 

ALTERNATIVELY, THIS EVENT SENATE DISTRICT WORKS 
 

 

 

Although, this is 

not our preferred 

map for the Santa 

Monica 

Mountains/Coastal 

region, it meets 

the Commissionôs 

criteria.  

- Communities of 

interest are 

consistent and 

established 

between the cities, 

major  

transportation 

corridors, and the 

Santa Monica 

Mountains and  

Coast. 

 

- These boundaries comply with the Constitution and Voting Rights Act.  
 

- This EVENT District has better geographical compactness and integrity. 
 

 - It keeps all cities whole (Santa Monica, Malibu, Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Westlake 

Village, Hidden Hills and Thousand Oaks) with the exception of LA. It also keeps all  

Neighborhood Councils as well as major communities whole - Pacific Palisades, 

Brentwood, Topanga, Encino, Sherman Oaks, Tarzana, Woodland Hills, West Hills, 

Oak Park, Bell Canyon. It keeps our school districts whole (except for City of LA which 

includes multiple school districts). These are Oak Park, Conejo Valley, Las Virgenes 

Unified School District, Santa Monica/Malibu USD. 

- The population meets the threshold required by the 2010 census (932,061) 
 

So, re-drawing the EVENT boundaries to exclude all the areas north of the 118 

Freeway including Simi Valley, Moorpark and Santa Clarita and then returning Malibu, 

Pacific Palisades, Brentwood, Santa Monica, Sherman Oaks (as in the map above) 

would make the EVENT Senate District WORK.   

 

 
 

Remove  

Remove 

 

 
  

EVENT 

  Remove Yellow Areas and Add Solid Green Areas = Senate 

                         District EVENT that WORKS 

 


